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RE:  House Bill HB1653
Dear Representative_________,

I am writing to ask for your support for House Bill HB1653, introduced by Representative John Wansacz.  This bill provides an update for the 1984 Act 238 Speech-Language and Hearing Licensure Act.  
In 1984, Act 238, was passed, establishing scopes of practice for speech-language pathologists, audiologists and teachers of the hearing impaired and a licensing board to oversee the professions.  Obviously, many things have changed since 1984 and the proposed bill seeks to update the Licensure Act for Audiologists, Speech-Language Pathologists and Teachers of the Hearing Impaired based on current levels of education and experience.  The proposed law brings Pennsylvania up to date and it also allows the Licensure Board, providers and patients to adapt to additional training, education and standards of care as it evolves in the future.

As an audiologist, I see that individuals with hearing loss and balance disorders traditionally are under-served and do not receive timely evaluation and treatment of their hearing and balance conditions.  HB1653 will allow improved access to audiological care.  Some physicians and ear, nose and throat surgeons will be opposed to this update in our licensure practice.  They will claim that audiologists, speech-language pathologists and teachers of the hearing impaired are attempting to “expand their scope of practice.”  One group has even indicated to their membership that we are attempting to “engage in the practice of medicine, which will be dangerous to the public.”  HB1653 reflects the standards of education and care that are in effect in many states which have proven to be helpful, and not  harmful , to individuals with hearing, vestibular, speech and language disorders.  This Bill will allow for more accessible care for a traditionally under-served population.  By providing earlier and easier access for diagnostic evaluation by audiologists and speech and language pathologists, ENT surgeons are more likely to receive appropriate referrals from speech pathologists and audiologists for evaluation and management of their medical conditions.
Currently, Pennsylvania  has three residential programs which grant the clinical doctorate degree in audiology, University of Pittsburgh, Salus University and Bloomsburg University.  Without this update to the Pennsylvania Licensure Act, individuals who are educated and trained in Pennsylvania will have to move out of state in order to practice to the full extent of their education and training.

I hope that you will support HB1653.  As a constituent and a professional in your district, I will be happy to meet with you or one of your legislative staff to discuss any questions you may have regarding the Licensure Act.  Thank You for your consideration of this important legislative issue for your constituents.

Sincerely,

